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LESSON 120 


THE WORLD 


The Golden Dawn version of this card departs slightly, fran. 
the traditional Marseilles version of this card which showed = 
figure inside a wreath which some esoteric designers tave shown 
to be three sets of 22 leaves, representing the totality, cof the 
Hebrew Alphabet and its representations acting through th 
Supernal. The main difference here between these designs and the 
Golden Dawn version is the level of operation form which the card 


works through, and this does not only refer to the level cf 
consciousness but to the Kabbalistic world it is asseciated. The 
Golden Dawn has firmly anchored the main meaning of this card in 


_Assiah, and as its framework, the material universe. 


yy 


The Mathers description of this card from the i710 Grade of 
Zelator ‘is: "Within the oval formed of the 72 circles, is. 
female form, nude save for the scarf that flcats arcund her. Th 
is crowned with the Lunar Cresent of ISIS, and holds inoohs 
hands, two wands. Her legs form a cross. She is the Bride of th 
Apocalypse, the Kabbalistic Queen of the Canticles, tne Egyrtia 
ISIS or Great Feminine Kerubic Angel SANDALPHON on the left fans 
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of the positive and negative currents. The Seven Pointed Hepte 
gram or Star alludes to the Seven Palaces of Assiah; the erc: 

legs to the symbol of the Four Letters of the Name. The surmount- 
ing crescent receives alike the influences: of Geburah.. and 
Gedulah. . She is the synthesis of the <2 Ptah, uniting Malbuth to 
Yesod.” NOSES OA ae ‘ 


be 


*The oval of the SCHEMHAMPORESCH, or Seventy-two fold name 
of the Diety. The twelve larger circles form the fadiac. At the 
angles are the Four KERUBIM which are the vivified powers of the 
letters of the Name vor Hey a Maes oper ari ny ir abet aaah, 








The card Shows on ‘the eur face the ‘blueprint. Of the voetd of 


Assiah, the Material World and the Seven levels of Eells The 
wirigedt:: Kerubic emblems also relate to the four level oP the 
Kabbalistic Soul ‘Nephesch, Ruach, Neshamah ana ehiah) with tho 
Yecthidah being symbolised by the central figure. This is the 
macrocasmic expression of the microcosm which cceompcscse ths 
Universe, as we understand it. The central oval is alss shased 
like zero which in turn relates to the numerical value of th 


te 
Fool which is the Alpha et Omega. Both cards start and end here, 
for in this card we find the beginings started in the Fool which 
therefore completes the cycle. Under the old Golden Dawn associa- 
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tion both Earth and Saturn were applied here Sut now 


2 = oS 

Saturn as the Earth element is adequately catered for in the 
Court Cards. 

The title of this card is the *The Great Gne af the Night of 


Time*. This refers to the Spirit of the Universe manifested in 
materialistic terms, it is the latent force of the Univerze xs 
seen from the World. ~~ ae : UE oa Aaa ge 


The colouring of this card has the entire backdrogz in the 
Light Indigo of the King Scale with the figure in the centre 
its complementary translucent colour and shown in outline farm 
only. The 12 major circles are in the Chocolate Grown cof the 
Queen Scale with the outlines in its complementary colours. The 
72 smaller circles are in the Brownish Grey of the Prince Scale 
with the outlines in its complementary colour. The four figures 
at each corner are in the Greyish Brown rayed Blue of the 
Princess Scale with the outlines in the complementary colcu:. 
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The psychological nature of this card is very comples. fuse 
have considered that the oval relates to the egg From which the 
new birth will occur. The personal nature of the card however is) 
a very different matter. The individual here has a great decal of 
energy that has been limited to work through preset structure. 
This type of hardship or handicap is placed sn the individual so 
that he or she cah work through to their full petential th: neuigh 
limitations. This of course will require ysu to lose yaur magati- 
vity and work through an entirely different viewpoint ts what ore 
has been previously accustomed to. This is the card of Uiscipi: 
of the mind so that greater expansion anc awareness can dave 
at a later stage. Everything will have tc be examined in th 
microcosm. The tensions developing due to this restriction are 
intended to force. the individual to reach new depths and in- 
sights. For the person who has built a wall around himself one 
has to contend with the material, only the things that sne can 
see one will believe. Pressure is also a key word applied tere as 
well for it is pressure that is Heese to create the mental 
discipiine one needs Senieibaligett NRE a EE 8 





In alchemy this card stands for the Projection of the Thorne. 
This is the state where the Stone is almost weightless and (tran: 
slucent. The translucent quality of the figure shews this, as 
does the four Kerubics in the corner show the stabilises concept 
of the Stone, while the Zodiac Spheres around it shows that the 
Stone itself has transformed the elements to take the peroserties 


of the stars themselves. 


The numerology associated to this card is 21. This numbar 
reduces to 2 and 2+1; these are complete sets of units as the 
trumps it is linked to verify. (return) + i(to beginning) = 
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and resources accumulated. Therefore, the World is trust, 





Ztunity). The number 21 is also the same value as avers 
name of Fether and relates to existence. This 

the Tree that equates with the bettom, - gust 
Methar.of another Tree. 
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DIVINATION 


ON MATTERS OF Selfhood; Self Projection; new ideas; mew begin- 
nings; reactions to outside stimuli; the life forces fiss 
encounters: bes 


The results of new beginning realised, resolutions made. 
must take responsibility for yourself, face up to immediate 
and realise the results of your actions. The World shows thet one 
is on the path to understanding and development of self seis: 
ness. It advises patience and cautisusness and shows a need for 
person (or nation) to become something or somebody. FHy,nice 
changes or appearances take place for the better, however a 
must be fervent in any endeavour to make physical change. 
main concern for the World in this position is individual - ones 
identity. Although there is initial restriction (matter), objec - 
tives are reached, yesponsini yy Cevai eee: For the evclvec ane 
has attained. 3 : 





CN MATTERS OF possessions and personal attitude. towards 
personal estate and resources both - physical. anc. wma'e: 
principles and feelings; management and projectisn; camme: 
personal, commercial, governmental and national pee: affali. 
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directly relating to the self: 


In this position the key impetus for the World is admini 
trative intelligence. Results are achieved under the steve mat 
ters; a sense of permanence and success is attained. Althougn 
premeditative, the results are productive, material Seep ae st 
ment. Active involvement in the material world. is due to a strong 
urge to improve the financial situation - alot of Nard work in 
building up a business or. ones tina new Padi is are reacuired 


fortunate card in this position, representing consclidatian ana 
applied intelligence. 


ON MATTERS OF short journeys; communications; relationshig 
brothers, sisters, neighbours; humour; identity; early educatia 
books; correspondence; enlarging ones field of activity: 

















.ON MATTERS OF love ae ‘creativity epee the crative 
2 sorts; 
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Loose ends in relationships under the sabove matter 
up, a change of pace and place are depicted. mouGeete 
ing, research or teaching plans are structurec, formin 
ing sense of security through knowledge. This is 
of inner exploration; your path is of your own astiaos” 
tion efforts must be clear and concise if you want to 
stood, however this card generally shows someone very sc2p 
their own language and perhaps also other languages. Sonce 
travel, movement is limited to conventional means and fulf 
of responsibilities. Book everything in advance and then te sure. 
to get confirmation. Be eae Sh hs oe 
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ON MATTERS OF the end of one stage and the commencement sf 
another; the home and private life; buildings; lance; parents; 
security; emotions; significant shifts in lifes directions; con- 
cerning the soul; the occult in its practical terms; civination: 


A very stable situation is depicted here for thic card. 
Everything will synthesize according to plan, this is. 4a tims 
where a cycle ends and results are shown thereof. If the resuits 
are progressive you will go on to new beginnings; if the result 
is regressive you will return to the beginning and will Save tc 
repeat that Karmic lesson. This card also shows one gathers dawn 
to the basics of survival, a solid environment, stable up-bring~ 
ing. There is material structure; building, crcppicg, creating 


with ones hands. Concerning the soul - great possescics is ind 
cated. Concerning eluent the pense ence of na Ue is ae 





ll; children; entertainment; recreation; speculat: 
the arts; gambling; fulfilling potentiaity: ao 


Here life is experienced in its basic form; calebraticns and 
all things natural to a physical/material environment. Tor thoce — 
in artistic or sporting activities a prize/reward is given.. 1B 
World shows growth and a full cycle; the development. of streng tt. 
and endurance, disciplined creativity and intensity. Thers SERS 
immense store of possibility in all of the. above malters. ah. 
romance and love, spontaneity. Concerning children, “his ca: 
shows fertility, procreation and the cycle of growt! ai al 
levels. The youth of today is our future and the Wortc advice 
encouragement of the growth of todays youth. In speculation ebe., 
you can expect to enjoy a piece of the cake. ee 


ON MATTERS OF sickness; employment; employees; relationships 
within the work environment; conflicts; service; ones sense of 








service; the acquiring of skills; gsycholaogy:. 


‘Matters are now finished anc you may stcp 
new situation, however everything goes accercin 
on your side. If negatively aspected thera 
triction. The World shows organisation and 
In general in all areas of ones working 
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expect success. Concerning health problems - these sre f:lanced 
up; the body expels toxins and purifies itself, Rawever4 wipaech 
sickness, diarrhea or skin blemishes during this phace as this is 
the only way the body knows to expel its poisons. This ic callec 
a healing crisis. Exercise and a healthy dist’ is acviscs ta ald 


this type of purification ‘ 


ON MATTERS OF marriage and divorce; contracts; the other 


os eg ype le 4. ew 

PAC Sys 
competitors, adversaries, and known enemies; partnerships; public. 
relationships; social interaction; the law of Scapenisst lang what 


Ss lacking; the workings of karma: 


The World under the above matters represents hele ond sass 
ragement; a union; success is won expect the goose with he, Sac 
anc any decisions taken will be of personal choice. In busiangs: 
there is consolidation and firmly established tusiness reltation- 
ships. It shows a stunning sense of responsibility tcwarcs — 
personal relationships andiin this ares of life a threshold <= 


crossed. Divorce is not common to this card, moreover it repre 
sents entering into a wider area of public and social participa 
AL2igntsis 


tion. Karmic responsibilities weigh Heavily s however 
seen at the end of the Hennes HG - 






ON MATTERS OF death and rebirth; accidents; effects xf Gtnars5 
crime and retribution; legacies; wills; others zstate ana 
finances; joint resources; moods; sex; spi sritualisn; reguvena- 
tion; mysticism; Cranstor mation, able a oe 


The World shows an cachests of lite. under “ea Sbove BAL Use es 
such. as an -increase cf finances; ceener energies - feellags 
awakened; more control or restriction ty others in. Gerineoc, 
astates etc. A partner becomes larger than life in ones affairs 
and their influence over such. There is hawever, an appreciation 
to sharing and there is no fear of letting go or merging with 
another; all show progress. Some refer to this card as death, 
however, it merely means the death of a phase, perhacs A persona 
- the separate self - then a merging with another, something <ize 


or a greater whole. It also shows traversing into an unknown 
realm. Negatively aspected there are delays, though one can be 
assured of monetary (or other) recompense. The Warld acvites you 
to open yourself to the reality of the unseen world. Some may 
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experience a rebirth. 


ON MATTERS CF religion; metaphysics; philosophy: higher stuzy acd 
educations legal systems; morals; institutions of learning; lenny 
Gistance travel; exploration; public communs cations; the 


co oliective minds 


The World in this position shows an azsimulation of exper- 


iences, thus relating them to the here and now of ones ideals and — 


philosophies. In legal matters there will be a worthy witness 
though time will be restricted. This card represents cosmic 
consciousness - the ultimate reality. In education and reltigisn 
there is a need to find an answer, some breakaway from conven- 
tional religion and education and seek the rycen others are 
the backbone of the "system". In travel, this Si tucve 40, the ~ 
wanderer, of mind or body - with no purpose, or perhaps there is 
purpose! Restrictions are encountered, however, for the faneie et 
world defies escape. De not plan-so much, tet your future Sus 
happen. This is where yee may ese the most reuards. : 









ON MATTERS OF public honour; status; ambitions and goals reached, 
achievements; profession; the other parent; causes for dlcgrace; 
recognition; identity: . PAS arn ee ar ee ee aS ioe a 
Power is in the people not the ruler, se such a8 g~ertcms 
success depends entirely on what support he is given. The World 
shows that a clarification of an entire matter takes f¢lace ana 
what is s@en as a result depends entirely on gast atticns. 
However in most cases there is complete achievement, but nothing 
is attained without effort, also what is success is generally 
judged purely by an individual’s values! Rules are said ts be 
adhered to but the World transcends the boundaries of these rules 
and some may think to be above them; nevertheless they will Save 
to face their dues in the end, like everyone else. Pesitiv.aly 
aspected this card depicts great success here. wee oer tee ae 
ON MATTERS OF friends; income; sccial alliances; ‘legislation; 
ones attitude; group activities; government, counsellors; love 
received; spiritual and intellectual aspirations; ideals; fulfil- 


ment; what you yield and how you benefit others: 


There is a perfect Ealancing of energies when thi: Wert 
im this positicn. Ideals are greater than sur own as thoy bec 
t. 


town/country/universal-wide. However with this greater whole 
there is individualism to realise what they have or have nat 
achieved. Objectives must be thought through and made realiztic. 
Associations with false friends are finished - what is gsaod 








remains. A close friend may leave for a while but will oo reters 


This card bodes gcod for income. There is an urge to become more 

than you prasently are - don’t hold back, get up anc do it. Son t 
7 2 - 

crawl Sack to what offers security, as everything is transient. 


ON MATTERS OF responsibility and contr 
humanistic concerns; karmic debts; unre: 
resources; the unconscious; sorrow; hea 
enemies; . hos vite S secret societies; 
faontte: cattaas ea ee ee 





& confrontation of Karma is experienced here; You can expect 
a breakthough, an important transition in your life cccur:. There 
is an initial period of confusion; do not despair, withdraw 
inward and reach for this inner strength until the time is cignt 
If a change is not made and you hold on to old structures c 

stances, no matter how traumatic, may force a change Thi 
good time to be alone for study and contemplation. Had oo: 
be good unless this card is ill-aspectec. Rebirth: ing ic favour 
able. Duty and responsibility must be Sceoetee if inv ee pean 
ether people; don’t be afraid to give thyself. Suppor. fo caring 
agencies should be sought by the needy - those in. nct nguet a 
desperate state should give help to other such causes, fore Sie 
World is a card of Humanity where ones health and wealth depend 
on the health and wealth oF: che magsete tL Oe smiles and. oo when 
its knife” megs 


ree Sheed 
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MEDITATION ON THE WORLD: | 





Let the Student first study the overall picture of the card, then 
study each detail: Each symbol and image. Stucy the cclours. 
Now let the Student look at the card and fael its eas rations 

Write down your overall impressions oe ae 





SxSreiss 


Now paint this card. with the above described colours. AG 
PSSM. : 


outlined drawing is supplied with this le 
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